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Your Excellency the President of the General Assembly, Your 
Excellency the Secretary General, Your Excellency the Permanent 
Representatives of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya representing the 
Chairman of the African Union, Your Excellency the Permanent 
Representative of the United States Your Excellency the Permanent 
Representative of Israel, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Your presence here today, on this 15th Commemoration of the 
Rwandan Genocide, the Genocide of the Tutsi in Rwanda, is of 
tremendous significance to the people of Rwanda. Allow me to 
therefore, convey my Government’s sincere appreciation for the 
support and commitment your presence here symbolises. My 
government and the Rwandan people welcome and thank the 
Secretary General for his message marking the 15th Commemoration 
of the Rwandan Genocide. May I also extend my utmost gratitude 
to the United Nations Department of Public Information who have 
worked tirelessly to ensure that we remember the victims of the 
1994 Genocide at the United Nations. 
 
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is 15 years since the genocide of over a million Rwandan Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus. The ramifications of this tragedy are felt by 



 
In the 15 years since the genocide the government and the people 
of Rwanda have registered tremendous progress in the 
reconstruction of our country. We have undertaken the challenges 
of reconciling our people and rebuilding our shattered economy. 15 
years after the genocide a new Rwanda has grown putting forward 
unity and reconciliation, not division; peace and not hatred. Like a 
new dawn it provides hope. 15 years after the genocide, a new 
generation has also grown outside Rwanda who should learn about 


